West Galveston Island Property Owners Association
August 16, 2025

0900	Call to Order – Craig Vance
0900	Introduction of Board Members
The WGIPOA meeting was held on August 16, 2025, at Marriott Courtyard on the Seawall. The meeting was called to order by Craig Vance, President. A quorum was established with the attendance of Craig Vance – Terramar; Kim Van Camp – Condos; John Lightfoot – Pointe San Luis, Boyd Carr – Isla del Sol; Peggy Zahler – Spanish Grant Beach; Julie Greenwell – Sea Isle; Rosemarie Gonzalez – Acapulco Village; Sarah Hawkes – Sportsman’s Road; Chris Lauer – Bermuda Beach; and Doug Little – Pirate’s Beach and Lafitte’s Cove.
0902	Introduction of Elected Officials and Corporate Sponsors 
Our district 6 representative Marie Robb was in attendance. Special thanks to our corporate sponsor Wellby Financial. 
0904	Approve July minutes.  
Moved by Peggy and seconded by Rosemarie. Financials are being amended and will be approved later.
0905	Short Term Rentals (STR) – Claire Reiswerg
Claire helped to create GARM, the Galveston Association of Vacation Rental Managers. She noted that the number of STRs have grown to 4,200. If you have issues with STR properties, you can contact the official complaint line for nuisance issues and the Galveston Police Department for safety issues.
· (409) 247-8160 – Official Complaint Hotline
· (409) 765-3702 – Galveston Police Department Non-Emergency Police Line
The official complaint line will help to notify the landowner of the issue at hand and give them a chance to remedy the situation. The time for response from the landowner is included in a proposed ordinance with the City of Galveston (City).  
If you’d like to determine if a property is registered as an STR, you can search on the Galveston Park Board’s webpage at www.str-public-portal.deckard.com.  
There are currently discussions on density issues and how many STRs that the residents believe should be on the island. Additionally, parking of vehicles for these STRs is being discussed. Any large decisions are discussed in public meetings and decided by the city council. Any rules will be put in place through City Ordinances in order to try to help with enforcement. 
STRs must have an active Galveston Vacation Rental (GVR) number. This number is associated with the property owner and must be presented on the STRs website. There is a $500/day fine for not registering an STR. Enforcing rules for STRs is tough, but is being discussed with small wins coming. 
It is estimated that STRs provide almost 48% of the tax revenue in the City.   
Additional questions can be sent to Claire Reiswerg at claire@sandnsea.com or (281) 635-8281. 
1000	District 6 Happenings – City Council Member Marie Robb 
STR issues were previously called into the Parks Board, but enforced by the City. STR registration is transitioning to be managed by the City. 
Taxes will not be going up even with the increase in property values (no net increase). This is being accomplished with a review of the reserves of the departments at the City. It is understood that these reserves were due to some City departments overcharging other City departments for materials and services. The reduction of these reserves are allowing for this no net increase in taxes. 
Beach nourishment is anticipated to start in late September or early October. This will take dredge sediment that meets beach standards to be placed on beaches. The beach nourishment is planned to start at Hershey Beach and extend as far east as possible based on the amount of reusable sand, but is anticipated to make it to the east end of Pirate’s Beach.   
This process is not quiet and will continue through both the day and night and is expected to run through the end of the year. Beaches being nourished will be closed for these construction activities. The intent is to extend the beaches seaward by approximately 200-feet. The sand will be contoured to 4’ asl at the back of the project and slope down to the water’s edge. 
After the nourishment project, local groups and HOAs will be working together to conduct dune construction and vegetation projects. In the future, it is anticipated that sand may be sourced from the San Luis Pass and west bays for future projects.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please text Marie Robb at (409) 256-4518 or email at Marie@MarieRobb.com, and she will answer and/or forward the issues to the appropriate people and groups.
1055	Chris Lauer – BMAC Report
There was a BMAC meeting on August 1, 2025. 
Dr. Hal Needham gave a Tropical Weather Season Update and Sargassum Season Recap. There have been five named storms this year, one of which (Barry) brought flooding to the hill country in July. We are now beginning the peak of hurricane season. NOAA is proposing above average hurricane activity with a 44% chance that a hurricane hits Texas this year. 
Sargassum distribution remains at a typical occurrence rate with increased volume over previous years. Predictions indicate that Galveston will receive some sargassum this year at 6” tall and 6-8’ wide. The risk of an inundation of sargassum in Galveston ranging from > 2.5’ tall and 10’ wide remains low. 
Anna Deichmann discussed programs at the American Bird Conservancy (ABC) and stopping plastics and litter along shorelines (SPLASh). 
The Texas shorebirds and seabirds project helps to protect, monitor, and provide educational outreach to increase populations of these birds. ABC focuses on snowy plovers, Wilson’s plovers, least terns, and black skimmers.  
Bird City Texas is a community focused certification managed with the Audubon Society and Texas Parks and Wildlife. Education services are provided for habitat restoration and preservation. 
SPLASh was formed to create cleaner environments for people, birds, and other wildlife. The program helps to remove trash from the shorelines, parks, and bayous. In addition, they provide outreach to the communities including the contests where students submit artwork to be used on beach signs.  
Take-aways 
· Let’s Talk Trash Town Hall on Tuesday, August 19th at the Rosenburg Library Auditorium from 5-7 pm. It is free and open to the public.  
· Looking for ideas and measures to prevent trash from getting to the beaches (potentially talking to local vendors including Buc-ees to limit Styrofoam and plastic debris).
· Artist Boat trash cleanup along Stewart Road from 8 to 12 Mile Road on September 20th. 
1100	Announcements
Craig mentioned that WGIPOA is having a trash cleanup along our adopt a highway section on September 27th in the morning. More information to be provided soon.  
1020	Adjournment 
The next WGIPOA meeting will feature City Marshall Heather Morris on September 20, 2025 at the Courtyard by Marriott on the Seawall.
