West Galveston Island Property Owners Association
October 18, 2025

0900	Call to Order – Craig Vance
0900	Introduction of Board Members
The WGIPOA meeting was held on October 18, 2025, at Marriott Courtyard on the Seawall. The meeting was called to order by Craig Vance, President. A quorum was established with the attendance of Craig Vance – Terramar; John Lightfoot – Pointe San Luis; Boyd Carr – Isla del Sol; Peggy Zahler – Spanish Grant Beach; Guy Sullivan – Point West; Chris Lauer – Bermuda Beach; and Doug Little – Pirate’s Beach and Lafitte’s Cove.
0902	Approve September minutes.  
Moved by Guy and seconded by John. 
0902	Introduction of Elected Officials and Corporate Sponsors 
Our district 6 representative Marie Robb was in attendance. Special thanks to our corporate sponsor Wellby Financial. 
0903	District 6 Happenings – City Council Member Marie Robb 
The bill that Mayes Middleton introduced and was approved for property insurance has already saved $2.5 million. The hopes are that this means flood insurance premiums will begin dropping over time. 
The beach nourishment project on the West End has begun. This will take dredge sediment that meets beach standards to be placed on beaches between Hershey Beach and Access Point 13 (Pocket Park #3).   
The Port of Galveston is celebrating its’ 200 year anniversary. The Port was established under the Republic of Texas. The Port’s economic contributions to the City of Galveston (City) help to keep our tax rates down. Money raised from the 200th anniversary will fund maritime scholarships. 
Short Term Rental (STR) issues were previously called into the Parks Board, but enforced by the City. STR registration is transitioning to be managed by the City. The parking aspect of the STR discussions is still being discussed and is not up for vote yet. There is also a draft ordinance that includes a “three strikes rule” that would revoke permits of STR owners who incur 3 violations with the City.  
Golf cart regulations have changed, and inspections are only required every three years for residential golf carts to be registered with the City. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please text Marie Robb at (409) 256-4518 or email at Marie@MarieRobb.com, and she will answer and/or forward the issues to the appropriate people and groups.
0917	Beach Nourishment Update – Kyle Clark
The nourishment project is underway. Sand is expected to hit the Hershey Beach starting this Friday. The pipe carrying sand will be covered to not prevent access to the beach or water. Updates of beach closures will be sent out to the affected beaches before the beaches are closed. Beach closures will include fencing off the active work areas and closing parking lots when work is occurring in these areas. 
The second phase will take place further west from Access Point 13 to the State Park. It is currently being engineered and will utilize an offsite sand source. The permitting portion of the project is underway, and the sand placement is expected to occur starting next year.  
0935	Development Services Update – Teresa Evans 
Tim Tiejens is retiring and Teresa Evans has been brought on to help with his transition to retirement. Her position as the Special Assistant to Executive Director of Development services allows her to be a great contact for STR concerns and clarifications. Teresa indicated that the updated parking plan for single family STRs will include providing one parking spot for each STR. She discussed that any rules put into place are written to be enforceable. 
If you’d like to determine if a property is registered as an STR, you can search on the Galveston Park Board’s webpage at www.str-public-portal.deckard.com.  
You can contact her at (409) 797-3837 or tevans@galvestontx.gov.  
1000	POA Legislation and Short Term Rentals (STR) – Chris Archambault, Porter Law Firm
Chris is the managing partner of the Property Owners Association (POA) Division. This legislative session has been relatively calm. New regulations include enforcing POAs rules for front yard fencing and allowing Architectural Control Committee (ACC) to be made up of POA board members and/or spouses if there is a lack of interest/participation amongst the POA. Condominiums now must follow similar rules to single-family residence POAs regarding selling properties and posting POA managing documents. 
Additionally, there is a Brown Grass law that prohibits fines for vegetation color during mandated watering restrictions. The annual POA meeting can be held virtually and include proxy, absentee, electronic, and proxy voting. Not all forms of voting are required, but are allowable.
A few laws that did not pass included the right to grow chickens and rabbits in your yard (including your front yard). While this law did not pass, POAs could amend their personal documents to allow these practices. 
Any rules that the POA wants to enforce, must be recorded with the County and sent to the owners. A restatement or consolidation of documents can be conducted by the Board of the POA. An amendment would have to approved and voted on by the section of the neighborhood that the rules pertain to. If no copy of rules is recorded with the County, a new set of by-laws or property restrictions can be adopted. 
For POA regulation violations, initial complaint letters are required. These initial letters for violations reset after 6 months. Regarding repeat offenders, a complaint can be sent to the City Marshall that can formally log the complaints over longer periods of time. 
· (409) 247-8160 – Official Complaint Hotline
· (409) 765-3702 – Galveston Police Department Non-Emergency Police Line
STR violations are sent to the owner and not the tenant. While the number of people inside the house cannot be enforced, the amount of vehicles in front of the house could be enforced.  
Additional questions can be sent to Chris at chris@porterfirm.com or (713) 621-0700. 
1048	Announcements
Craig mentioned that this was our last public WGIPOA meeting of the year. The WGIPOA Board will meet in December to plan meetings for next year. Craig is willing to come to PA meetings to speak on behalf of WGIPOA. If you’d like to make suggestions for topics or community volunteering or donations, please feel free to reach out to Craig at craigvance26@gmail.com. 
1050	Adjournment 

